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uated with honors at the University of North
Carolina in 1854, where he subsequently served as
tutor of Greek while studying law at the Umiver-
sity under Hon. William H. Battle and later un-
der Hon. Samuel Philips. In 1860 he resigned as
tutor and removed to Asheboro, N. C., and there
practiced law, at the same time serving as clerk
and master of equity for Randolph county. He
succeeded to the law practice of his father-in-law,
Jonathan Worth, who removed from Asheboro to
Raleigh, the state capitol, to assume his duties as
treasurer of the state, to which he was elected in
1863-65, and in 1866-68 elected governor of North
Carolina. In 1865, Mr. Jackson was elected a
member of the convention which had been called
by the president of the United States, to restore
the state to its former relations, and after ad-
journing to the fourth Thursday of May, 1866,
the convention passed ordinances repealing and
declaring null and void the secession of May, 1861,
abolishing slavery and invalidating all contracts
made in furtherance of the late war. Mr. Jackson
was a man of very attractive personality. In
nature he was genial and kind, and in all his
professional acts and social relations his bear-
ing was courteous and honorable, He was mar-
ried, Dec. 25, 1856, to Elvira Evelyna, daugh-
ter of Gov. Jonathan Worth, of North Carolina,
and they had ome child, a son, Herbert Worth
Jackson, graduate of the University of North
Carolina, class of 1886, penal clerk N. C. treasury
department, 1888-90, was an officer in the Com-
mercial National Bank of Raleigh, N. C., from
1890 to 1909. In Nov., 1909, he removed to Rich-
mond, Va., and was elected president of the Vir-
ginia Trust Co., the oldest fiduciary trust compan
in the South. Mrs. Jackson (now Mrs. Mofiitt
still survives, and is president of the Mathew Fon-
taine Maury Association; also the Virginia Society
of Colonial Dames; the North Carolina Society
Daughters of the Revolution ; honorary member
Daughters of 1812; member of the Archmological
Institute of America, Virginia Branch; member
North Carolina Historical Society; of George
Washington Memorial Association; North Carolina
Peace Society; honorary life president of the
North Carolina Daughters of the Confederaey; and
for the past ten years biographical editor of the
““North Carolina DBooklet.”’ Samuel Spencer
Jackson died at Whiteville, N. C., while on a visit
to his brother, Dr. Isaac Jackson, March 5, 1875.
AB Hiram, financiér, producer and dis
tributor of photoplays, was born in Portland, Me,,
Feb. 22, 1878, son of Isaaec and Dora (Mareus)
Abrams, and grandson of Isaac Abrams, who came
from Russia and settled in Portland, Me., in 185'_74
His father was engaged in the real estate busi-
ness and previously in the retail dry goods busi-
ness in Portland. Hiram Abrams was educated
in the publiec schools of Portland, and at six-
teen years of age became a traveling salesman
for a large house manufacturing ladies’ gar-
ments. When the Vietor Talking Machine Co.
began its advertising and sales campaign he
joined their New England sales force, later be-
coming its Portland jobber. After selling out
this franchise he became a salesman for M.
Steinert & Sons, musiec publishers. While here
he became interested in providing slides for the-
atres, making arrangements with a New York
manufacturer, and entered the slide business in a
store adjoining that of the Steinert company. It
was not long before he was doing business with
Walter E. Greene, former president of Arteraft
Pictures Corporation, and Viee-president cf
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Famous Players-Lasky Corporation, but then
president of the film exchange in Portland

which bore his name. In 1907, three months
after he had embarked upon the slide enter-
prise, Mr. Abrams became identified with Mr.
Greene in the film exchange. This partner-
ship developed into a broad extension of activ-
ities in the merchandising of motion picture
film in New Fngland. Offices were opened in
Portland, Boston and New Haven, and several
thousand theatres were served in the territory.
In 1914, on the formation of Paramount Pie-
tures Corporation, the prineipal film exchanges
throughout the country consolidated. Mr.
Abrams then assumed control of the New Eng-
land distribution, and his election in 1916 to
the presidency of Paramount Pietures Corpo-
ration was only a natural step forward in its
meteorie progress. Thus it was that a chance
inquiry led him into the motion picture indus-
try, in which field he stands today the most
conspicuous single personality and ereative force,
having brought about in 1919 the formation of
the United Artists Corporation, known as the
““‘Big Four,’’ for the distribution of the produe-
tions of Mary Pickford, Charlie Chaplin,
Douglas Fairbanks and D. W. Griflith, Pos-
sessed of a robust physique, of charming man-
ners, and easy of approach, he is ome who
impresses all who come within the cirele of his
influeneg as a leader of men. By appointment
of the mayor of New York city and of the
governor of the state of New York he has
served on a number of important committees,
and was at one time active in the National As-
sociation of the Motion Picture Industry. Mr.
Abrams’ favorite diversion is baseball, and in 1917
he purchased the Portland franchise of the Eastern
League in order that his home town might con-
tinue its place in the baseball world. He is a
member of the Friars Club, Progressive Club
of New York city, Young Men’s Hebrew Asso-
ciation (New York city), Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks and the Masonic fraternity,
He was married July 1, 1904, to Florence
Hamilton, daughter of George Hamilton of To-
ronto, Canada, and has one daughter, Grace
Abrams.

DE LANO, Clayton Harris, manufacturer,
was born at Ticonderoga, N, Y., Feb. 8, 1836, son
of Benjamin Phelps and Amanda (Harris) De
Lano, and a descendant of Philip De Lano, who
came to this country from Leyden, Holland, and
settled at Plymouth and then at Duxbury, Mass,,
on a farm adjoining John Alden’s (q.v.); he was
a lieutenant under Capt, Miles Standish (q.v.),
and took part in the Pequot war; from him and
his wife, Hester Dewsbury, the line descends
through their son, Lieut. Jonathan, and his wife,
Mercy Warren; their son, Jonathan, and his wife,
Amy Hatch; their son, Nathan, and his wife,
————————; their son, Abisha, a soldier in the
revolutionary war, and his wife, Hannah Hovey;
and their son, Nathan, a lieutenant of eavalry in
the battle of Plattsburg, and his wife, Lois Robin-
son, who were the grandparents of the subject.
His father, an extensive farmer, was the owner
of five farms, and was first cousin of Hon. Colum-
bus De Lano (q.v.), secretary of the interior, under
Pres. Grant. Clayton Harris De Lano was edu-
cated in public schools of his native town, and the
Fort Edward (N. Y.) Collegiate Institute. He
studied law for a period in the office of Hand &
Hale, Elizabethtown, N. Y. Then he enternd' the
department of law of the New York State Univer-
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